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Demographics, Urban Management, Planning, grade: 1 (A), Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University (School of
Social Sciences and Humanities), course: Course: Urban Anthropology (SA 402), 10 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: Apartheid has been overthrown, a democratic government has been elected and
South Africa is openeing itself to the world. But for the administration, the problems have grown more urgent,
and the country now faces more than the already tragic heritage of apartheid. Due to decades of apartheid
mismanagement urban areas are extremely inequitable and ine icient. They are the productive centres of the
economy, but the majority of the urban residents live in very bad conditions and far away from their places of
work. The quality of life of the South African people has to be improved massively, through creating jobs and
deracialising the cities. Estimates of the present urban population in South Africa vary between 19.6 million and
26 million. By 2020, 75 per cent of the population will live and work in the cities and towns.1 The rate of urban
population growth will be higher than for the population growth as a whole. Whereas in 1985 there were 20.7
million of the total South African population, resident in and on the edges of urban areas, by 2020 that will have
increased to 43.7 million. 2 In the future, the urban centres, especially the metropolitan areas will function to an
even greater degree than today as the social, economic and demographic heart of the country. It is apparent
that African urbanisation levels certainly increase markedly over the next decade, and it is...
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