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Program: T-RCED/AIMD-98-85 0.lin.Pursuant to a congressional request, GAO discussed the
U. - Federal Aviation Administrations (FAA) air traffic control (ATC)
Apcount Office (GAO) automation program, focusing on: (1) how the automation
. program has evolved from the initial program to the current
one; (2) to what extent FAA has had to implement costly interim
projects and to sustain the older equipment; and (3) whether the
C;b DOWNLOAD PDF ongoing acquisitions are achieving their cost and schedule
goals. GAO noted that: (1) in the 1994 restructuring, FAA
cancelled segments of its initial automation program, scaled
back others, and ordered the development of less costly
alternatives; (2) FAA still plans to replace the aging equipment
that is increasingly difficult to maintain and to provide a basis
for adding new capabilities at a later date; (3) one of the

cancelled segments from the initial program would have
addressed hardware maintenance problems that are now
emerging with the mainframe computer; (4) the agency expects
to incur costs of about 160 million during fiscal years 1998 and
1999 to replace the mainframe computer hardware; (5) as a
result of the longstanding history of schedule delays in the...
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