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Excerpt: . . . Nitrogen concentrations in these and other
discharges from wastewater treatment plants and streams in
the upper basin, however, were mostly fish hatcheries. Nonpoint
sources, including soil below laboratory reporting levels ( 5 g L ).
In erosion, fertilizers, nitrogen-fixing plant species, contrast,
streams draining the middle Clackamas atmospheric deposition,
field burning, and live-Basin, including Clear Creek, Eagle Creek,
and stock, also may contribute to enriching streams the North
Fork of the Clackamas River, showed with nutrients. Another
potentially important the opposite pattern, with relatively high
concen-source of nutrients is ground water, which was trations
of nitrogen and relatively low concentra-shown to contain high
levels of nitrogen and tions of phosphorus. The nitrate
concentrations in phosphorus. Although the quantity of ground
these basins ranged from 43 to 206 g L in July, water entering
the Clackamas River was not significantly exceeding the...
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